
 

CORRESPONDENCE FROM THE PUBLIC AUDIT COMMITTEE TO THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT, DATED 26 JUNE 2014 
 
AUDITOR GENERAL FOR SCOTLAND (AGS) AND ACCOUNTS COMMISSION 
REPORT – MANAGING EARLY DEPARTURES FROM THE SCOTTISH PUBLIC 
SECTOR  
 
At its meeting on 25 June the Public Audit Committee considered your written 
submission dated 11 June 2014. The Official Report of that meeting will be available 
from 6 pm on Friday 27 June at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/29860.
aspx 
 
The Committee agreed to seek further written evidence from you on the 
implementation of the new arrangements for Settlement Agreements. 
 
In relation to voluntary resignations secured by a financial consideration, the 
Committee would welcome confirmation of the extent to which the number of these 
agreements arising across the public sector and the costs involved will be reported 
to the Scottish Parliament (and if so, where that information would be published). 
 
The Committee noted the range of public bodies listed in Annexe E of your response 
which are affected by the revised reporting proposal from 1 April 2014. We would 
welcome confirmation of the extent to which the Scottish Government considers that  
the revised reporting proposal would or should extend to other bodies not listed in 
Annexe E (but which utilise settlement agreements and voluntary resignations 
secured by  financial consideration) such as Police Scotland, Scottish Universities, 
Local Authorities and the Scottish Government. 
 
Finally the Committee noted the presumption against the inclusion of confidentiality 
clauses in settlement agreements used by public bodies. The Committee would 
welcome clarification of extent to which the Scottish Government will monitor the 
overall use of these clauses across public bodies to ensure that they are only used 
when there are clear and transparent reasons for inclusion. 
 
I would welcome a response to this letter by close on Thursday 31 July 2014. Should 
you require any further information please do not hesitate to contact the Clerks on 
0131 348 5390 or by email at: pa.committee@scottish.parliament.uk  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Hugh Henry MSP 
Public Audit Committee Convener 
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